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James Guy had been a dairy farmer
since he was 15, and at 55, he thought
he’d be preparing for retirement. In-
stead, he struggled to make the pay-
ments on a bank loan after the price of
milk fell and never recovered.

One night in November 2016, his wife,
Mary, who was working part-time as a
nurse to help make ends meet, came
home to find he had hanged himself.

“When a farmer is looking down the
barrel of having to sell his farm or lose
his farm or give up the profession he’d
done all his life, it’s devastating,” Ms.
Guy said, her voice wavering, from her
farmhouse in Simpson, a town in Aus-
tralia’s dairy heartland in the state of
Victoria. “They just lose their identity.”

Family farms like Mr. Guy’s have
been the producers of Australia’s agri-
cultural bounty and the bedrock of its
self-image as a nation of proudly self-re-
liant types, carving a living from a vast
continent. But as Australia’s rural econ-

omy has boomed on the back of growing
exports, small farmers have not always
shared in the rewards, with many forced
into borrowing money or selling their
farms.

The emotional cost of these losses has
become visible in a slowly unfolding
mental health crisis in rural regions,

seen most tragically in a rising number
of suicides.

Nationwide, people living in remote
areas now take their own lives at twice
the rate of those in the cities: Every
year, there are about 20 suicide deaths
per 100,000 people in isolated rural ar-
eas, compared with 10 in urban commu-

nities, according to independent studies
of local health figures.

In very remote parts of the country,
the figure is closer to 23, the studies say.

The horrific potential of this mental
health crisis burst into public view this
month in the tiny town of Osmington,
south of Perth, where a grandfather is
believed to have killed six members of
his family and then himself after they re-
portedly fell into economic difficulties.

But most of the tragedies involve
someone quietly taking his own life. Re-
search shows that farmers are among
those at the highest risk of suicide.

In the state of Queensland, studies
have shown that farmers are more than
twice as likely as the general population
to take their own lives. In remote parts
of the state, the suicide rate for farmers
was up to five times that of nonfarmers.

“There’s a mental health crisis in ru-
ral Australia,” said Hugh van Cuylen-
burg, the founding director of the Resil-
ience Project, an organization that pro-
motes mental health across Australia.
He added that it had reached “epidemic
proportions.”

The problem of rural suicides is not
unique to Australia. Countries as di-
verse as India and France also face
problems of farmers killing themselves.
In the United States, suicides have been
increasing since 1999, as an opioid epi-
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Tragedy on heels of prosperity
The grave of James Guy, a dairy farmer from Simpson, Australia, who killed himself in 2016 while facing the prospect of losing his livelihood.
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If Australia is booming, 
why are so many of its 
farmers killing themselves?

BY JACQUELINE WILLIAMS

Jim Whelan, a cattle rancher, has struggled with depression and the difficulties of
farming through drought. His son, also a rancher, killed himself in 2013.

The New York Times publishes opinion
from a wide range of perspectives in
hopes of promoting constructive debate
about consequential questions.

By the time American negotiators
wrapped up high-level talks with a vis-
iting Chinese delegation last week,
President Trump’s ambitions for a
multibillion-dollar trade agreement
had, for the time being, shriveled into a
blandly worded communiqué without
any dollar figures. It was not clear that
the talks set a path to success.

Ceaseless infighting and jockeying for
influence on the White House’s trade
team helped deprive Mr. Trump of a
quick victory on his most cherished pol-
icy agenda, several people involved in
the talks said. The deep internal divi-
sions carried over into how officials
characterized the agreement and mud-
died the outlook for the next phase of the
negotiations between Washington and
Beijing.

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin
said Sunday that the United States
would hold off on imposing tariffs on
China, putting the trade war “on hold,”
but hours later, the United States trade
representative, Robert Lighthizer,
warned the Chinese that the Trump ad-
ministration might yet impose tariffs.

On Friday, Mr. Trump’s chief eco-
nomic adviser, Larry Kudlow, said that
China had offered to reduce its trade
surplus with the United States by $200
billion. Two days later, he said that the
number was merely a “rough ballpark
estimate,” and that the two countries
never expected to reach an agreement;
they merely planned to issue a state-
ment laying out the next steps.

It was a muddled end to a chaotic
process — one that revealed an Ameri-
can team rived by conflicts over tactics
and policy, working for a president ea-
ger for a victory but torn by his desire to
have a smooth summit meeting next
month with North Korea, over which
China wields enormous influence.

Now the future of the negotiations
falls to Wilbur Ross, the 80-year-old
commerce secretary, who will travel to
China in the coming days to try to nail
down the commitments that proved so
elusive in last week’s negotiations.

Mr. Ross brings uncertain credentials
to this task: Last summer, he tried to
strike a deal with China to reduce its
steel production capacity. When Mr.
Trump heard of the plan, he berated Mr.
Ross and demanded that his advisers
bring him a package of tough sanctions.
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Infighting
stalls drive
for trade
agreement
WHITE HOUSE MEMO
WASHINGTON

Multibillion-dollar pact
that Trump seeks with
China is mired in chaos

BY MARK LANDLER
AND ANA SWANSON

BERLIN On May 23, Germany’s new
foreign minister, Heiko Maas, will meet
his American counterpart, Mike Pom-
peo, for the first time. The meeting will
take place in rough times for trans-
Atlantic relations, amid European
worries over Donald Trump’s withdraw-
al from the Iran nuclear deal and a
looming trade war. If Germany truly is
the centerweight of Europe, then it
matters enormously what its leading
figure on foreign policy thinks. The
thing is, no one knows.

Mr. Maas is no stranger to politics, but
he is a novice when it comes to foreign
policy. During Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s last term, the 51-year-old
Social Democrat served as the minister
of justice and consumer protection, his
first federal office. Before that, he spent

nearly 20 years as a
representative and
government min-
ister in the Saar-
land, a small state
along the French
border.

And yet, in just
the 10 weeks since
Mr. Maas took
charge, he has
already begun to
leave his mark.

On March 26, only
two weeks after he took office, Germany
joined 28 other countries in expelling
Russian diplomats in response to the
poisoning of a Russian-British double
agent, Sergei Skripal, and his daughter.

A few weeks later, Mr. Maas flew to
Moscow for his inaugural visit with
Sergei Lavrov, his Russian counterpart.
Mr. Lavrov is one of the world’s most
experienced diplomats, and someone
known to bring the proverbial gun to
every knife fight. One can only imagine
the flurry of briefing papers and meet-
ings at the German Foreign Ministry to
get their new guy up to speed.

But by all accounts, the meeting went
well. Despite years of acrimony be-
tween Russia and Germany — and
especially between Mr. Lavrov and Mr.
Maas’s predecessors — the Germans
came away promising to support a
veterans’ hospital, and the Russians
committed to the so-called Normandy
Format, an effort to resolve the crisis in
eastern Ukraine involving France,
Germany, Russia and Ukraine.

The day after meeting Mr. Lavrov in
Moscow, Mr. Maas traveled to Lithuania
for a meeting with the foreign ministers
of the three Baltic States. It was a meet-
ing with friends, and yet the whole
drama of German foreign policy was in 

A new face
in German
diplomacy
Anna Sauerbrey
Contributing Writer

OPINION

Heiko Maas,
the new
foreign
minister, is a
novice. That
hasn’t stopped
him from
revolutionizing
foreign policy.
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A VICTORY LAP FOR BEIJING

Tariffs are postponed after talks in
which China rebuffed offers and
avoided specific pledges. PAGE 8

The mustache is back. Yanni, the Greek-
American god of sweeping, symphonic-
ish musical light syrup, says he goes
back and forth about keeping his signa-
ture facial flourish. He shaved it off a few
years ago — it’s disconcertingly absent
from the cover of his 2016 album “Sensu-
ous Chill.”

But during a recent concert here, it
had returned to its rightful spot, framed
by the familiar, gentle cascades of shoul-
der-length hair. (I regret to inform you
that, at 63, Yanni is thinning on top.)

All this hair has been kept the same
dark, dark brown it was 25 years ago, on
Sept. 25, 1993, when Yanni gambled his
savings to organize a concert of his mu-
sic at the Acropolis in Athens, backed by
a full orchestra and, crucially, filmed
live. Promoted heavily — some might
say sadistically — by PBS in the years
that followed, the film was his break-
through: It drove seven million sales of

the album version and helped make the
world safe for the similarly soft-drama,
lushly instrumental sounds of “River-
dance,” Enya and Lindsey Stirling.

“They overplayed it, I felt,” Yanni said
of his pledge drive pre-eminence back-
stage at the Mann Center for the Per-
forming Arts before playing here in Phil-
adelphia this month, part of a three-
month Acropolis anniversary tour that
takes him across the United States
through Aug. 5. He mimicked what he’d
yell at Yanni-drunk PBS affiliates: “Stop
playing it!”

But he plainly loves to recall the show.
(As well he should: It’s far and away the
best thing he’s ever done.) “There’s no
way you can redo the Acropolis,” he said
before going onstage at the Mann Cen-
ter, its sides wide open to the chilly,
rainy, decidedly un-Athenian night.
“The only thing you can do is help the
audience feel as close as we felt, bring
them to that place.”

Interested in glimpsing how and why
hordes of people connect to music they
perceive as classical — or at least classi-

After 25 years, Yanni recalls magic of Acropolis
PHILADELPHIA

BY ZACHARY WOOLFE

Yanni performing in Philadelphia as part of a tour commemorating his breakthrough
1993 concert at the Acropolis in Athens, recorded as a popular film and album.
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As President Trump and his allies re-
peatedly take aim at the Justice Depart-
ment investigation into his campaign’s
possible links to Russia’s election med-
dling, Rod J. Rosenstein, the deputy at-
torney general overseeing the inquiry,
has mostly evaded the attacks through
inventive maneuvers.

To protect the inquiry, Mr. Rosenstein
has agreed to meet increasingly oner-
ous demands from Mr. Trump and his al-
lies on Capitol Hill. But legal scholars
and former law enforcement officials
fear that the measures Mr. Rosenstein
has resorted to could weaken the Justice
Department’s historic independence, al-
lowing the department to be used as a
cudgel to attack the president’s political
enemies.

That dilemma intensified earlier this
week when Mr. Trump demanded that
the department investigate the F.B.I., in-
furiated by reports that a government
informant had met with officials from
his campaign in the early weeks of the
investigation.

Mr. Trump’s request violated decades
of established Justice Department inde-
pendence from presidential interven-
tion into what it investigates, and it tar-
geted one of the most sensitive secrets
of law enforcement officials: the identity
of a source. Nonetheless, Mr. Rosenstein
responded by asking the department’s
inspector general to examine the presi-
dent’s allegations.

Mr. Rosenstein’s supporters said his
response was a deft deflection that
achieved three immediate needs: It
neutered a troubling request, appeared
responsive to the president’s demands
and allowed Mr. Rosenstein to keep his
job. But, some cautioned, his short-term
strategy could have longer-term costs
for the Justice Department’s independ-
ence from the White House, which was
established to prevent political med-
dling after Watergate.

“Ideally, the Justice Department
would not respond,” said Robert Litt, a
former Justice Department official.
“But under the current circumstances
and the place this president is coming
from, they can’t do that.”

The department’s inspector general,
Michael E. Horowitz, will look into
whether the F.B.I. acted inappropriately
in investigating the campaign as part of
an existing review into the department’s
decision to put Carter Page, a former
Trump campaign adviser with links to
Russia, under surveillance. The White
House announced the new aspect of the
review after a meeting on Monday be-
tween the president and top law en-
forcement and intelligence officials, in-
cluding Mr. Rosenstein; Christopher A.

Wray, the F.B.I. director; and Dan Coats,
the director of national intelligence.

The officials agreed that John F. Kelly,
the White House chief of staff and a sup-
porter of Mr. Rosenstein, will set up a
meeting between the officials and con-
gressional Republicans “to review
highly classified and other information
they have requested.”

Mr. Trump has made public demands
of the Justice Department in the past,
but until Sunday his allies in Congress
had made the strongest demands of Mr.
Rosenstein. They have pushed him to
act in ways that could compromise some
of the department’s most sensitive in-
vestigations, demanding access to more
documents and other information and
threatening to hold Mr. Rosenstein in
contempt of Congress or impeach him.

“A lot of people feel that the depart-
ment has gone too far in terms of turn-
ing over vast amounts of investigative
files,” said Mr. Litt, the former official.

Supporters said that Mr. Rosenstein’s
decisions to refer demands for investi-
gations of the Russia inquiry to the in-
spector general were astute moves that
prevented criminal investigations of the
department’s own investigators. Open-
ing such an investigation could create a
fear within the department that if F.B.I.
agents act on valid intelligence they
could someday be investigated for being
at odds with the White House, they said.

“Rosenstein is in the very tricky posi-
tion of supervising and protecting the
integrity of an investigation of the presi-
dent’s associates even though the presi-
dent, his boss, possesses lots of constitu-
tional power to control investigations
and is trying to wreck this one,” said
Jack Goldsmith, a Harvard law profes-
sor who headed the Justice Depart-
ment’s Office of Legal Counsel under
President George W. Bush. “In this situ-
ation, it’s appropriate to refer the presi-
dent’s concern to the Justice Depart-
ment’s nonpartisan inspector general,
who is already investigating related
matters.”

Mr. Trump’s demands prompted a
new test for Mr. Rosenstein — whether
he shares the name of the F.B.I. inform-
ant. “The Justice Department must go
to the mat to protect the identity of an
F.B.I. informant,” Mr. Goldsmith said.
“Informants are the lifeblood of many
investigations. To be able to attract in-
formants, the F.B.I. must never give
these names out.”

Representative Devin Nunes, Repub-
lican of California and the chairman of
the House Intelligence Committee, has
subpoenaed the department for all doc-
uments referring to or related to the
source, prompting the latest battle be-
tween Mr. Rosenstein and Mr. Trump’s
allies on Capitol Hill. They have asked
the president to direct Mr. Rosenstein to
reveal the name.

If the president or his aides direct Mr.
Rosenstein to reveal the name to con-
gressional leaders, Mr. Litt predicted,
Mr. Rosenstein would be forced to com-
ply or to resign. A Justice Department
spokeswoman would not comment on
the situation.

Some fancy footwork
exposes tricky turf
WASHINGTON

Attempts to appease
Trump may undermine
Justice Dept., experts say

BY KATIE BENNER

Rod J. Rosenstein, the deputy attorney general, in Washington on Monday. Some legal
experts are worried that the Justice Department’s historic independence is threatened.

JOSHUA ROBERTS/REUTERS

Frustrated and impatient, fed up with
waiting and eager to fight back, Presi-
dent Trump has embarked on what
amounts to a two-prong strategy to con-
tain the threat and undercut the credibil-
ity of the escalating investigations tar-
geting him and his associates.

The blizzard of Twitter messages
combined with a string of public state-
ments by his lawyer, Rudolph W. Giuli-
ani, in recent days seemed aimed at
turning the focus away from the conduct
of the president or his team to that of
their pursuers while laying out a series
of red lines to limit the reach and dura-
tion of the primary inquiry.

“I think we’re finally seeing some
semblance of a strategy emerge,” said
Alan M. Dershowitz, the Harvard Law
School professor emeritus who speaks
with the president from time to time but
has declined to join his legal team.
“They have now decided that they need
to be more proactive, more aggressive
and more anticipatory, and I see that
happening.”

While he has assailed the investiga-
tions for a year, Mr. Trump’s latest as-
sertion of bad faith by the United States
Justice Department and the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation went beyond talk
and resulted in an extraordinary meet-
ing on Monday at the White House,
where the president pressured intelli-
gence and law enforcement officials to
allow congressional Republicans to
view highly classified information relat-
ed to the Russia investigation that they
had previously refused to divulge.

The president has seized on reports
that the F.B.I. sent an informant to talk
to three of his advisers during the 2016
presidential election and contended that

that meant his campaign was infiltrated
for political purposes.

Rod J. Rosenstein, the deputy attor-
ney general, who has resisted past pres-
sure from Mr. Trump to open or close po-
litically charged inquiries, agreed in this
case to request that the Justice Depart-
ment’s inspector general investigate the
investigators.

At the same time, Mr. Giuliani, a for-
mer New York City mayor, in recent
days has publicly outlined limits for the
special counsel, Robert S. Mueller III.
Mr. Giuliani said that any interview of
Mr. Trump by prosecutors could last no
more than two hours, that Mr. Mueller
had accepted the view that he does not
have the power to indict a sitting presi-
dent and that Mr. Mueller hopes to wrap
up the obstruction of justice part of his
investigation by Sept. 1.

Mr. Mueller has agreed to none of
those publicly, and in the weeks since
Mr. Giuliani began representing Mr.
Trump, the former mayor has contra-
dicted himself and the president on sev-
eral occasions, so it is not known
whether he reflects the special counsel’s
views.

But in drawing these lines, analysts
said, Mr. Giuliani may be signaling to
Mr. Mueller the boundaries of the presi-
dent’s tolerance or even laying a predi-
cate for later firing the special counsel.

In an interview on Monday, Mr. Giuli-
ani said the goal was not to undercut the
investigators, but to shed light on their
conduct. “I don’t think we put them on
the defensive,” he said. “I think the reve-
lations have put them on the defensive.”

Mr. Giuliani emphasized that the lat-
est questions did not implicate Mr.
Mueller since he was appointed last
May, long after the original investiga-
tion was opened.

“Everything that we’ve heard so far
involves questionable practices by the
Justice Department or the F.B.I. in uti-
lizing this informant, not revealing earli-
er what this informant found or didn’t
find,” he said. “I guess it’s a problem that
Mueller inherits, but he didn’t create it.”

Still, Mr. Giuliani said the accumula-
tion of questions that Republicans have

raised about the origins of the investiga-
tion has bolstered his view that it should
be shut down.

“I’ve thought that for a while,” he said.
“There seems to be more facts leading
to that conclusion. But let’s see what
Horowitz comes up with,” Mr. Giuliani
added, referring to Michael E. Horowitz,

the Justice Department inspector gen-
eral. “He’s very good. I’m very comfort-
able with him doing it because I think
he’ll do it very evenhandedly.”

Mr. Giuliani’s deference to Mr. Muel-
ler has not been shared by Mr. Trump,
who again accused the special counsel
of running an office filled with partisan
Democrats with conflicts of interest. But
both Mr. Trump and Mr. Giuliani share a
favorite target in James B. Comey, the
former F.B.I. director, who was fired by
the president last year and is now one of
his most outspoken critics as well as a

potential witness against him.
“This is an effort by the president to

distract from his legal troubles and
throw as much mud into the air as he
can,” said Representative Adam B.
Schiff of California, the ranking Demo-
crat on the House Intelligence Commit-
tee. “But it’s doing enormous damage to
the Justice Department. If they think
they can placate him, they’ll probably
find that doesn’t work. That doesn’t pla-
cate a bully.”

Mr. Trump has maintained from the
beginning that the investigation into
Russia’s involvement in the 2016 elec-
tion was a “witch hunt” inspired by
Democrats who paid for research used
to justify the inquiry.

But he has recently parted ways with
lawyers who urged him not to attack Mr.
Mueller and assured him that coopera-
tion would ultimately exonerate him. In
their place now is Mr. Giuliani and the
guns-blazing approach that suits Mr.
Trump more.

Robert F. Bauer, a former White
House counsel under Mr. Obama who
now teaches law at New York Univer-
sity, said part of the audience for Mr.
Giuliani’s public blasts may be Mr.
Trump, to assuage the president that
someone is fighting for him. “The other
audience for this of course is the political
world that he needs to satisfy that he’s
not in trouble, that he’s not going to be
bullied,” Mr. Bauer said.

Mr. Dershowitz said that the presi-
dent’s new White House special counsel,
Emmet T. Flood, is “working the inside
game” and gaming out the legal ques-
tions confronting Mr. Trump while Mr.
Giuliani is laying the public ground for a
confrontation if the inside game does not
work.

“He has Rudy Giuliani out there in
some senses preparing for a worst-case
scenario in which he has to try to dele-
gitimate the investigation, at least
among his base, and make it into a red-
blue issue,” Mr. Dershowitz said. “If he
can make it a red-blue issue, he wins be-
cause Americans don’t want to see a
president impeached based on partisan-
ship.”

President Trump has pressured officials to allow congressional Republicans to view highly classified information related to the Russia investigation.
DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Trump tries to turn the tables
NEWS ANALYSIS
WASHINGTON

President’s new strategy
aimed at limiting inquiries
and attacking investigators

BY PETER BAKER

Rudolph W. Giuliani, the president’s
lawyer, questioned the F.B.I.’s conduct.
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“This is an effort by the
president to distract from his
legal troubles and throw as much
mud into the air as he can.”

When President Trump publicly de-
manded that the Justice Department
open an investigation into the F.B.I.’s
scrutiny of his campaign contacts with
Russia, he inched further toward
breaching an established constraint on
executive power: The White House
does not make decisions about individ-
ual law enforcement investigations.

“It’s an incredible historical moment,”
said Rebecca Roiphe, a professor at New
York Law School who helped write a
coming scholarly article on the limits of
presidential control over the Justice De-
partment. Mr. Trump’s move, she said,
“is the culmination of a lot of moments in
which he has chipped away at prosecu-
torial independence, but this is a direct
assault.”

Almost since he took office, Mr.
Trump has battered the Justice Depart-
ment’s independence indirectly — la-
menting its failure to reopen a criminal
investigation of Hillary Clinton that
found no wrongdoing, and openly com-

plaining that Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions recused himself from the Russia
inquiry. But he had also acknowledged
that as president, “I am not supposed to
be involved with the Justice Depart-
ment,” as he told a radio interviewer
with frustration last fall.

As part of that pattern, he has also de-
nied the account by James B. Comey, the
F.B.I. director he abruptly fired, that the
president privately urged him to drop an
investigation into Michael T. Flynn, Mr.
Trump’s first national security adviser.

But Mr. Trump has also been flirting
with going further, as he hinted late last
year when he claimed in a New York
Times interview that “I have an abso-
lute right to do what I want to with the
Justice Department.” And now, by un-
abashedly ordering the department to
open a particular investigation, Mr.
Trump has ratcheted up his willingness
to impose direct political control over
the work of law enforcement officials.

Mr. Trump’s demand was part of the
latest cycle in the campaign by his allies
in Congress and conservative news me-
dia outlets to discredit the special coun-
sel investigation into whether his cam-
paign conspired with Russia in its inter-

ference in the 2016 election and whether
he committed obstruction of justice.

One of Mr. Trump’s most stalwart de-
fenders, Representative Devin Nunes,
the California Republican who is chair-
man of the House Intelligence Commit-
tee, has been using his oversight powers
to investigate the F.B.I.’s investigation,
portraying several early steps in 2016 as
scandalous. Most recently, with backing
from Speaker Paul D. Ryan, Mr. Nunes
has been trying to force the Justice De-
partment to identify a confidential
source who assisted the F.B.I.

As a result of that battle, the existence
of the source has shaken into public
view. The informant, an American aca-
demic who has taught in Britain, ap-
proached several of the members of the
Trump campaign who had been in con-
tact with suspected Russian agents and
tried to find out what they knew about
Russian hackers’ theft of Democratic
emails. Mr. Trump’s allies have por-
trayed this as the F.B.I. infiltrating his
campaign with a spy.

On Sunday, Mr. Trump wrote on Twit-
ter: “I hereby demand, and will do so of-
ficially tomorrow, that the Department
of Justice look into whether or not the

FBI/DOJ infiltrated or surveilled the
Trump Campaign for Political Purposes
— and if any such demands or requests
were made by people within the Obama
Administration!”

In response, the deputy attorney gen-
eral, Rod J. Rosenstein, referred the
matter to the department’s independent
inspector general, Michael E. Horowitz,

and issued a statement clearly intended
to mollify Mr. Trump: “If anyone did in-
filtrate or surveil participants in a presi-
dential campaign for inappropriate pur-
poses, we need to know about it and take
appropriate action.”

The Justice Department rarely dis-
closes when it has opened a criminal in-
vestigation, but it appeared on Monday
that Mr. Rosenstein’s move had satisfied
Mr. Trump for the time being without
opening a criminal investigation. Still,
he established a significant new prece-
dent by directly demanding that the de-

partment scrutinize specific actions.
“Yesterday made explicit what before

was implicit, which is that Trump is
crossing every line that protects the in-
dependence of the Justice Department,”
said Neal Katyal, who drafted the de-
partment’s special counsel regulation in
1999 for the Clinton administration and
served as acting solicitor general in the
first term of the Obama administration.

Mr. Trump’s suggestion that Obama-
era officials may have abused their in-
vestigative authority to spy on his cam-
paign for their own political purposes
complicates his demand for the Justice
Department to investigate itself now.
Still, senior law enforcement officials
appointed by Mr. Trump already knew
what steps the department took in 2016
and had not previously deemed those
facts a sufficient basis to open an inves-
tigation, noted Bruce Green, a Fordham
University law professor who wrote the
article with Ms. Roiphe.

Legally, it is ambiguous and contested
whether a president has the lawful
power to order the attorney general to
open or close a case — especially one in-
volving his personal interests. But ei-
ther way, as a practical matter, it may

make little difference. That is because
attorneys general who view a presi-
dent’s request or demand as unjustified
can refuse it. But the president can fire
the attorney general. The primary
check against a president abusing that
power is the willingness of Congress to
impeach him, as well as voter backlash.

A few weeks before leaving office last
year, President Barack Obama pub-
lished a piece in the Harvard Law Re-
view about the president’s role in ad-
vancing a criminal justice overhaul. In
it, he nodded to the importance of con-
straints on presidential intrusion into
specific Justice Department case deci-
sions, citing the need “to avoid even the
appearance of politicization” when it
comes to administration of criminal law.

“For good reason, particular criminal
matters are not directed by the presi-
dent personally but are handled by ca-
reer prosecutors and law enforcement
officials who are dedicated to serving
the public and promoting public safety,”
Mr. Obama wrote. “The president does
not and should not decide who or what to
investigate or prosecute or when an in-
vestigation or prosecution should hap-
pen.”

By demanding an investigation, president crosses a new line
NEWS ANALYSIS
WASHINGTON

BY CHARLIE SAVAGE

“He has chipped away at 
prosecutorial independence, 
but this is a direct assault.”

РЕЛИЗ ПОДГОТОВИЛА ГРУППА "What's News" VK.COM/WSNWS



..
6 | WEDNESDAY, MAY 23, 2018 THE NEW YORK TIMES INTERNATIONAL EDITION

science

To its critics here, the needle exchange
was an unregulated, mismanaged night-
mare — a “mini-mall for junkies and
drug dealers” in the words of Danny
Jones, the city’s mayor — drawing crime
into the city and flooding the streets
with syringes. To its supporters, it was a
crucial response to a growing crisis and
the last bulwark between the region and
a potential outbreak of hepatitis and
H.I.V.

When Charleston closed the program
last month after a little more than two
years of operation, it was the latest casu-
alty of a conflict playing out in a growing
number of American communities. At
least seven other such exchanges have
closed in the past two years, even as
dozens of others have opened.

Needle exchanges dispense sterile
syringes to drug users and give them
somewhere to discard their used sy-
ringes safely. Often, as in the case of
Charleston, an exchange will offer sup-
porting services, too: on-site medical
care, hepatitis/H.I.V. screening, coun-
seling and connections to drug treat-
ment.

They were once a largely urban phe-
nomenon. But the opioid crisis is chang-
ing the landscape. After an H.I.V. out-
break among injection drug users in
Scott County, Ind., in 2015, health offi-
cials opened many exchanges in sub-
urbs, rural areas and small cities in
more conservative parts of the country.
Some of these communities have had
second thoughts.

Public health experts now find them-
selves relitigating questions that in their
view were settled decades ago, while po-
litical leaders worry that harm reduc-
tion — that is, mitigating the risks from
drug use — means enabling drug use.

The research is unambiguous: Nee-
dle exchanges reduce the spread of
blood-borne diseases like hepatitis C
and H.I.V. and do not increase drug use.
They’ve been shown to reduce overdose
deaths, decrease the number of needles
discarded in public places and make it
more likely that drug users enter treat-
ment. They also save money: One re-
cent study estimated that $10 million
spent on needle exchanges might save
more than $70 million in averted H.I.V.
treatment costs alone.

Health experts say the programs cre-
ate relationships between deeply ad-
dicted people and the health care sys-
tem, an essential step if they are to be
reintegrated into society. “It’s the most
low-threshold way for people who use
drugs to have contact with any kind of
public health professional,” said Alex H.
Kral, an epidemiologist with RTI Inter-
national, a nonprofit research organiza-
tion. “And that’s a powerful interven-
tion.”

Yet needle exchanges have struggled
to gain public acceptance in the United
States, which still lags far behind many
other countries in their adoption. Ac-
cording to the North American Syringe
Exchange Network, 333 such programs
operate across the country, up from 204
in 2013. In Australia, a country with
fewer than a tenth as many people, there
are more than 3,000.

VICTIM OF ITS OWN SUCCESS
When Dr. Michael Brumage began
working as director of the Kanawha-
Charleston Health Department in Au-
gust 2015, the lessons of Scott County

were on his mind: He was determined to
bring a syringe exchange to Charleston,
and it opened four months later with
broad support.

Daniel Raymond, the deputy director
of planning and policy for the Harm Re-
duction Coalition, a nonprofit advocacy
group, said he had considered the
Charleston program “to not only be a
huge success story, but also a potential
model for other communities.”

It might have been too successful. At
its busiest, 483 drug users passed
through the exchange in just eight hours
— in a city of 50,000 people. “Nobody ex-
pected the numbers to grow so rapidly,”
said Brenda Isaac, the president of the
Kanawha County Board of Health, who
explained that the pace left little room
for individualized, focused care.

As the health department struggled to

manage the crowds, it began to hear
more complaints from law enforcement
officials about discarded needles. By the
summer of 2017, the initial enthusiasm
for the exchange among city officials
was waning. In early 2018, news ac-
counts of a 5-year-old girl who had acci-
dentally been stuck with an uncapped
syringe in a McDonald’s bathroom cap-
tured public attention. A local TV seg-
ment described Charleston as buried
under “needles everywhere.”

For the mayor, the location of the ex-
change made its existence untenable. It
was housed in the health department
building, a squat structure across the
street from the gleaming, newly reno-
vated civic center. The civic center — a
$100 million development project — was
intended to be the linchpin of a revital-
ized city.

“We can do that,” Mr. Jones said, ges-
turing to pictures of needles sitting in
front of him, “or we can do this,” he said,
holding up a piece of paper where he’d
outlined his administration’s economic
development deals.

The mayor is in recovery himself —
an alcoholic, he says, 24 years sober —
and father to a son who has struggled
with heroin addiction. He argues for pre-
scription heroin, saying it should be pro-
vided to people where it can be used
safely under supervision. He just wants
those services far from Charleston, and
definitely far from the new civic center.
“I understand recovery,” Mr. Jones said.
“I’m in it myself, and I believe in it. But I
don’t believe we have to destroy a city
over it.”

In early March, the mayor began us-
ing his daily radio show to rally public

sentiment against the health depart-
ment, citing discarded needles and ris-
ing crime, which he attributed to an in-
flux of people using drugs.

Last month, the police chief imposed
new rules on the program, loosely based
on those used by a much smaller ex-
change run by West Virginia Health
Right, a clinic nearby. Participation
would be limited to people who could
prove — with picture ID — that they
lived in the county. Testing for hepatitis

and H.I.V. would be mandatory. Needles
would be dispensed only in strict one-
for-one trades.

Public health experts condemned the
measures. An ID requirement would be
prohibitive for many people, said Mr.
Raymond, particularly for the quarter of
the program’s patients who are home-
less. And strict one-for-one exchange is
counter to decades of public health re-
search showing that greater flexibility is
a better policy. “I would rather close
down the needle exchange altogether
than follow those rules,” said Dr. Dan Ci-
ccarone, a professor of family and com-
munity medicine at the University of
California, San Francisco. “This is really,
truly backwards.”

Hours after the chief’s announce-
ment, health department leadership
suspended the syringe exchange rather
than comply with the new regulations.

DRUG USERS CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE
In the middle of this dispute are the esti-
mated 3 percent to 4 percent of
Charleston’s residents who inject drugs,
typically heroin or meth.

Trent Farr, 54, says he has cancer and
is homeless. He has lived in Charleston
almost 26 years and has multiple medi-
cal problems, many related to chronic
drug use. “I go through more pain in a
day than some people do in their entire
lives,” he said while waiting for the
Crossroads Shelter to begin meal serv-
ice. “I hate — I absolutely hate — using
needles,” Mr. Farr said, explaining that
his drug use was the only thing he had
found to dull his pain. For him, the
health department’s closing “changes
everything.”

Amber White, 24, agreed. “Now peo-
ple have to go out and rob and steal to
get points,” she said, referring to unused
needles. She said that when the ex-
change was running, unused needles
had become so plentiful that people
could afford to give them away. Now that
they’re becoming scarce again, she said,
drug users would face a choice of either
sharing them or resorting to crime to get
money to buy unused ones.

With sterile syringes harder to find,
Ms. White worries about contracting
H.I.V. or hepatitis, both of which she has
managed to avoid — to her surprise —
despite heavy drug use. Twenty-six per-
cent of the injection drug users looked at
by the health department tested pos-
itive for hepatitis C.

Both Mr. Farr and Ms. White ex-
pressed frustration at what they said
were the small minority of users who left
discarded needles in the open. “If I see
them laying on the ground, I’ll pick them
up and throw them away,” Ms. White
said.

FEARS OF THE NEXT H.I.V. OUTBREAK
The harm reduction program remains
active in Charleston, but it is now seeing
only a dozen clients each week for coun-
seling, H.I.V. testing or medical care.
The mayor and city officials have spo-
ken openly of dismantling the depart-
ment altogether.

But Dr. Brumage said: “The only way
to address the opioid epidemic is to en-
gage the people who are using. These
are modern-day lepers that no one
wants to see or touch. The syringe serv-
ices program was a place these people
could go and be treated like real human
beings.”

While the exchange was open, the
health department collected data on its
patients. These records show at least
eight people with H.I.V. among the injec-
tion drug users the department tested.
All but one of them live in Charleston. If
they share needles in the months ahead,
Charleston is at “grave risk for an H.I.V.
outbreak just like the one in Scott
County,” Dr. Brumage said. “We’re sit-
ting on a powder keg.”

Giving up a weapon in the opioid crisis
CHARLESTON, W.VA.

Drug issues revive debate
once heard in big cities on
tolerable countermeasures

BY JOSH KATZ

Tending to an overdose victim in Charleston, W. Va. As small cities and rural areas struggle with opioids, remedies like needle exchanges have failed to catch on in some places.
CRAIG HUDSON/CHARLESTON GAZETTE-MAIL, VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sources: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Harm Reduction International, North American
Syringe Exchange Network (count of needle exchanges); Kanawha-Charleston Health Department
(weekly harm reduction patients); Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (counties at risk of H.I.V.)
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Needle exchanges in the U.S. were once a largely urban phenomenon. But since

2015, more new programs are opening in rural areas and small cities in

more conservative parts of the country.
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The second wave came
after an H.I.V. outbreak
in Scott County, Ind.

The first wave of
expansion followed
the H.I.V./AIDS crisis
in the 1990s.

Note: County H.I.V. risk is based on hepatitis C infection rates, overdose mortality, opioid sales,
buprenorphine availability and county demographics.

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Danny Jones, mayor of Charleston and a recovering alcoholic, says he understands
what addicts go through. He just wants them to go through it away from his community.

JOSH KATZ/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Needle exchanges have struggled
to gain public acceptance in the
United States, which still lags far
behind many other countries in
their adoption.

Europa is an ice-encrusted moon of Ju-
piter with a global ocean flowing be-
neath its surface. NASA is planning a
mission soon that will look for signs of
possible life there.

Now, a new finding from old data
makes that mission more tantalizing.

In recent years, the Hubble Space
Telescope has spotted what look like
plumes, most likely of water vapor,
reaching heights of more than 100 miles
above the surface.

The plumes, if they exist, could con-
tain molecules that hint at whether Eu-
ropa possesses the building blocks of
life.

In a study published in the journal Na-
ture Astronomy, scientists have re-
ported a belated discovery that Galileo,
an earlier NASA spacecraft that studied
Jupiter, appears to have flown through
one of the Europa plumes more than 20
years ago. And the incident occurred
near one of four regions where Hubble
has apparently observed plumes.

“That’s too many coincidences just to
dismiss as ‘There’s nothing there’ or
‘We don’t understand the data,’” said
Robert T. Pappalardo, the project scien-
tist for NASA’s coming Europa Clipper
mission, which may begin as soon as
2022. “It sure seems like there’s some
phenomenon, and plumes seem consis-
tent.”

Galileo arrived at Jupiter in 1995 and
spent almost eight years examining the
planet and its moons.

During a flyby of Europa on Dec. 16,

1997, instruments on Galileo measured a
swing in the magnetic field and a jump
in the density of electrons.

At the time, scientists noted the un-
usual readings, but they did not have an
explanation.

Then, in 2005, another spacecraft

passing by another moon around an-
other planet made a startling observa-
tion.

NASA’s Cassini spacecraft — which
completed its mission last September —
found geysers of ice crystals erupting
from Enceladus, a small moon of Saturn.

Enceladus, it turns out, also has an
ocean of liquid water under its ice.

That discovery spurred renewed curi-
osity about Europa and whether it too
might expel bits of its ocean into space.
The Hubble first recorded signs of possi-
ble plumes in 2012, then again in 2014
and 2016. But at other times, Hubble has
looked and seen nothing. That suggests
the phenomenon is sporadic.

Last year, Melissa A. McGrath, a sen-
ior scientist at the SETI Institute in
Mountain View, Calif., who was not in-
volved in the new study, took a look at
some radio experiments conducted by
Galileo that examined the way signals
bent as Europa passed between Earth
and the spacecraft. The experiments
showed Europa possesses an atmos-
phere.

Some of the flybys indicated a higher
density of particles near the surface —
possible plumes. Before heading to a
meeting of scientists working on the
Clipper mission, a thought occurred to
Dr. McGrath: “Gee, I really should
check to see if any of them line up with
any of the claimed plume detections,”
from Hubble.

One of them did.
Margaret G. Kivelson, an emeritus

professor of space physics at U.C.L.A.
who was the principal investigator for
Galileo’s magnetometer, was at Dr. Mc-
Grath’s talk. She remembered the odd
magnetic readings from 1997.

For years, she had been thinking of ta-
king another look at the data for signs of
plumes, but “There are always other
things to do,” she said.

Thhis time she followed through.
“With the Hubble data in hand,” Dr.

Kivelson said, “we had an idea of how
big a plume might be reasonable. That
we could translate into how long it
would take Galileo to move across a
plume that had been proposed.”

The three-minute-long magnetic
anomaly seemed to fit with the apparent
size of the Hubble plume.

Next, they turned to William S. Kurth,
an astronomer at the University of Iowa
who had contributed to Galileo’s plasma
wave experiment, which listened to the
radio waves generated as charged parti-
cles bobbed back and forth along mag-
netic fields around Jupiter and its
moons. That instrument had also no-
ticed a burst of radio waves during the
flyby — and it occurred right in the mid-
dle of the magnetic anomaly.

The final piece was a computer model
of a plume by Xianzhe Jia, a professor of
climate and space sciences and engi-
neering at the University of Michigan,
that created the same effects on the
magnetic field and the plasma waves.

“It all seemed to hang together,” Dr.
Kivelson said.

The location was close, though not ex-
actly the same, as the site Dr. McGrath
reported. But Dr. McGrath said the new
paper was convincing. “They did a re-
ally good job of the modeling and made a
strong case,” she said.

Also convinced is John Culberson, a
Texas congressman who is chairman of
the House subcommittee that sets
NASA’s budget. Mr. Culberson has been
an enthusiastic supporter of the Clipper

mission, repeatedly adding more money
to the project than NASA officials re-
quested.

He has also been pushing for a follow-
up mission that would land on Europa
and drill into the ice.

At a recent subcommittee meeting,
Mr. Culberson handed out the article,
which was not yet available for public
discussion, to his colleagues. “It’s worth
noting that the scientific journal Nature
Astronomy just reported that the
Galileo mission, back in 1997, flew
through a water plume on Europa,” he
said. “So, the ocean of Europa is venting
directly into outer space.”

Astronomers will certainly be taking
more looks at Europa with Hubble, try-
ing to better understand how often the
plumes erupt.

Dr. Pappalardo said it might be possi-
ble to adjust the trajectory of Europa
Clipper so that at least one of the more
than 40 planned flybys passed over a po-
tential plume site. But that would have
to be weighed against other science
goals and the amount of fuel that would
be needed to alter the spacecraft’s tra-
jectory.

“Obviously this is a place we would
want to suss out with the Europa Clipper
mission in the future,” he said. “I think
this is going to make for a lively debate
at our next science mission meeting.”

A European Space Agency space-
craft, called Juice or Jupiter Icy Moons
Explorer, will also fly by Europa, as well
as two other Jovian satellites, Gany-
mede and Callisto. It could also take off
as soon as 2022.

New dive into old data invigorates musings on alien life

New calculations suggest NASA’s Galileo spacecraft may have flown through a plume,
probably of water vapor, erupting from Jupiter’s moon Europa over 20 years ago.

NASA/JPL-CALTECH

BY KENNETH CHANG
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China has called President Trump’s
bluff.

Chinese negotiators left Washington
over the weekend with a significant win:
a willingness by the Trump administra-
tion to hold off for now on imposing tar-
iffs on up to $150 billion in Chinese im-
ports. China gave up little in return,
spurning the administration’s nudges
for a concrete commitment to buy more
goods from the United States, and avoid-
ing limits on its efforts to build new high-
tech Chinese industries.

The trade fight is far from over. And
large Chinese technology companies in
particular could be vulnerable if the
United States starts punching again,
with administration officials appearing
to back away from Mr. Trump’s pledges
to help ZTE, a Chinese telecommunica-
tions equipment maker that has been hit
with severe American penalties.

Still, the latest round of negotiations
showed that a confident China could be
more than a match for divided American
officials who have made often discord-
ant demands. Mr. Trump, who pro-
claimed this year that “trade wars are
good, and easy to win,” and his advisers
may find that extracting concessions
from China is much harder than they ex-
pected it would be.

China’s propaganda machine took a
victory lap after the talks, proclaiming
that a strong challenge from the United
States had been turned aside, at least for
now. “Whether in Beijing or Washing-
ton, in the face of the unreasonable de-
mands of the United States, the Chinese
government has always resolutely
fought back, never compromised, and
did not accept the restrictions set by the
other side,” the official Xinhua news
service said in a commentary on Sun-
day.

In a cheeky expression of China’s ris-
ing power, two juxtaposed photos were
widely circulated on Chinese social me-
dia, a post that was shared (but later de-
leted) by the Communist Youth League.
One photo was taken during the trade
talks in Washington, appearing, if with
somewhat of a bias, to trumpet the
youthfulness of Chinese delegates com-
pared with American lawmakers. An-
other, dated from 1901, showed the oppo-
site as representatives from China and
colonial powers signed an accord to end
the Boxer Rebellion, considered a na-
tional humiliation.

On Monday, Mr. Trump defended the
approach, promoting the talks as a suc-
cess. On Twitter, he said that barriers
would “come down for the first time,”
and that China would “purchase from

our Great American Farmers practi-
cally as much as our Farmers can
produce.”

But American negotiators were deal-
ing with a China eager to show its
strengths. During last week’s talks,
China for the first time sent a strategic
bomber to an island reef in the South
China Sea, an area where Beijing has
laid claims of sovereignty — claims the
United States has challenged.

China’s success partly comes from its
ability to stick to a single strategy in
trade. Even as Beijing has shown a will-
ingness to talk and make peace offer-
ings in the form of multibillion-dollar im-
port contracts, it has held fast to its re-
fusal to make any commitment for a
fixed reduction in its trade gap with the
United States. The trade imbalance be-
tween the countries has actually wid-
ened since Mr. Trump visited Beijing in
November and oversaw the signing of
import deals on goods as varied as beef
and helicopters.

Beijing also has not bent on its Made
in China 2025 initiative, an industrial
modernization program that Washing-
ton and American business groups com-
plain forces foreign companies to share
their best technology while potentially
creating state-sponsored rivals.

China said that it welcomed more
talks. “The two sides have come to rec-
ognize that only through consultation
can we properly handle trade disputes,”
Lu Kang, the spokesman for China’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said during
his daily news briefing on Monday.

Chinese propaganda was quieter on
signs that the Trump administration
may be backing away from Mr. Trump’s
pledge to help ZTE, which Washington
moved to punish for breaking American
sanctions on Iran, North Korea and
other countries.

A ban on selling American-made

chips and other equipment to ZTE has
brought the company’s factories to a
halt. But on Sunday, Steven Mnuchin,
the Treasury secretary, said that the
United States was not prepared to re-
visit the penalties and that Mr. Trump
wanted to be “very tough” on ZTE.

China’s problems in technology could
get worse. American officials are inves-
tigating whether a much bigger Chinese
tech company, Huawei Technologies,
also flouted American trade controls.
Huawei has said it adheres to interna-
tional conventions and local laws.

Despite that vulnerability, China has
plenty of negotiating strengths.

White House trade officials have
more expertise with trade law, but China
has a small but cohesive team of negoti-
ators who report directly to Liu He, a
vice premier and nearly lifelong friend
of Xi Jinping, the country’s top leader.
The group has also streamlined Bei-
jing’s ability to make economic policy
decisions, a benefit in evaluating the im-
pact of any concessions to the United
States. Policy decisions that once took a
month can now take as little as a day,
said a person with a detailed knowledge
of the process who insisted on ano-
nymity because of the political sensitiv-
ity of the issue.

By contrast, the United States has
shifted its demands and struggled to
send out a consistent message.

The internal divisions were on display
again on Sunday. Mr. Mnuchin said in
the morning that any tariffs were “on
hold.” Later that day, Robert E.
Lighthizer, the United States trade rep-
resentative, issued a statement in which
he said, “As this process continues, the
United States may use all of its legal
tools to protect our technology through
tariffs, investment restrictions and ex-
port regulations.”

In March and early April, Mr. Trump

and his trade advisers threatened to im-
pose tariffs unless Beijing agreed to
curb long-term subsidies for high-tech
industries.

The president then shifted to concilia-
tion.

His financial policy advisers, led by
Mr. Mnuchin, sought a fixed reduction of
up to $200 billion in the $375 billion
American trade deficit with China. Bei-
jing’s trade negotiators resisted again,
and the Trump administration ended
the weekend with a joint statement from
the two countries that did not commit
China to any specific concessions.

Chinese and American officials did
exchange lists last week of extra goods
that China might buy to narrow the
deficit. But China only committed to
continue buying ever-rising quantities
of American food and fossil fuels, a posi-
tion reflected in the joint communiqué
issued at the close of the talks.

The United States has also explicitly
tied the trade talks to its efforts to nego-
tiate with North Korea. Mr. Xi met with
Kim Jong-un, North Korea’s leader, in
northeastern China this month. It is not
clear what they discussed, but Mr.
Trump suggested on Thursday that
China might have prodded Mr. Kim to
threaten to cancel the summit meeting
planned for June 12.

While experts on Chinese policymak-
ing are deeply divided on Mr. Xi’s influ-
ence, Mr. Trump’s perception of a link in-
dicates that at the very least the North
Korea issue may have been a constraint
on American officials’ willingness to
confront their Chinese counterparts.

Even in small ways, the White House
has sent mixed messages. Mr. Liu, the
vice premier, last week held meetings
with Mr. Trump and Vice President
Mike Pence in Washington even as the
Chinese official resisted American pres-
sure for compromises. Chinese state
media presented the move as a minor
victory, as Mr. Liu was not allowed to
meet with Mr. Trump at a meeting in
February. While Mr. Liu held a lower-
ranked government position then, his
eventual rise to a top post had already
been widely signaled.

In some ways, Beijing may find it al-
most impossible to agree to the Ameri-
can demands. The United States ex-
ports only $130 billion in goods a year to
China. Finding more goods to buy to re-
duce China’s trade surplus by $200 bil-
lion would be extremely difficult, except
if China cut its own exports to the United
States.

“It is kind of unrealistic — and if Chi-
nese officials agree, they will face a lot of
pressure from public opinion,” said Tu
Xinquan, the head of the China Institu-
tion for World Trade Organization Stud-
ies at the University of International
Business and Economics in Beijing.

Steel pipes at a factory in Zouping, China. “The Chinese government has always resolutely fought back,” a commentary in the state media said after trade talks with Washington.
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China takes a victory lap

President Trump and his Chinese counterpart, Xi Jinping, at their meeting in Beijing in
November. The trade imbalance between their countries has widened since then.

DAMIR SAGOLJ/REUTERS

Javier C. Hernández contributed report-
ing. Ailin Tang contributed research.

Tariffs are postponed
after Beijing rebuffs offers
and avoids specific pledges

BY KEITH BRADSHER

Comcast has a bigger broadband
business than AT&T, which could raise
government concerns that Comcast
could use that power to hurt competi-
tors, especially as the internet grows in
importance as a video pipe.

Disney has its own regulatory risks in
buying the Fox businesses.

The melding of ESPN, already owned
by Disney, with Mr. Murdoch’s regional
sports networks may be an issue for the
government.

Disney would also become a movie co-
lossus; based on 2017 ticket sales, Dis-
ney-Fox would control about 35 percent

of the domestic theatrical business.

WOULD A LACK OF SHAREHOLDER
SUPPORT MAKE COMCAST BACK OFF?
No. Comcast does not need shareholder
approval for a cash offer.

Executives at Comcast probably see a
24 percent decline in shares since Janu-
ary as temporary and not entirely relat-
ed to the hostile bid rumblings. Com-
cast’s cable competitor Charter has seen
a similar decline over the same period.

DOES COMCAST HAVE THE MONEY?
The company would borrow to make a
cash offer, and banks are willing. Com-

cast has healthy financials.
It would, however, mean taking on an

amount of debt — at least $164 billion —
that Moody’s last week called “stagger-
ing” and said would probably imperil
Comcast’s A3 credit rating.

“That sounds like a nearly impossible
level of debt to sustain,” Richard Green-
field, an analyst at BTIG Research,
wrote in a recent report.

But he argued that it was not as scary
upon a closer look. Given Fox synergies
and cash flow, “Net debt by the end of
2020 would drop to below $130 billion —
essentially in line with a combined
AT&T Time Warner.”

WHERE DOES THIS LEAVE FOX
SHAREHOLDERS?
In the catbird seat. Even if Disney ulti-
mately wins — as predicted by Mr. Na-
thanson, the media analyst — Comcast
can drive up the price.

For his part, Mr. Murdoch has made
no public comment about a potential bid
by Comcast. His son Lachlan Murdoch,
chairman of 21st Century Fox, told ana-
lysts on a May 10 earnings call, “We are
committed to our agreement with Dis-
ney.”

He added, “Our directors, though, of
course, are aware of their fiduciary du-
ties on behalf of all shareholders.”

Comcast could make move on Disney’s Fox deal
COMCAST, FROM PAGE 7

On Monday, Mr. Trump put the best
face on the talks, highlighting a Chinese
pledge to buy more American agricul-
tural exports. “Under our potential deal
with China,” he said on Twitter, “they
will purchase from our Great American
Farmers practically as much as our
Farmers can produce.”

It was far from the take-no-prisoners
tone he struck before the Chinese ar-
rived, when the president talked about a
deal that would overhaul almost every
element of the commercial relationship
between the United States and its great-
est economic competitor.

“The U.S. has very little to give,” he
posted on Twitter last week, “because it
has given so much over the years. China
has much to give!”

In fact, the Chinese were well aware of
the divisions in the administration’s
trade team — and set out to exploit
them, according to people briefed on the
deliberations. They recognized that Mr.
Trump’s advisers were split between im-
placable critics of China, like Mr.
Lighthizer and Peter Navarro, the direc-
tor of the White House National Trade
Council; and free traders who were
more sympathetic, like Mr. Kudlow, Mr.
Ross and Mr. Mnuchin, a former Gold-
man Sachs executive.

The divisions within the American
team revolve around whether the
United States should try to secure a
short-term deal with China that would
benefit some industries and avert a po-
tential trade war, a path that Mr.
Mnuchin prefers, or whether it should
pressure China to make more funda-
mental changes to its economy, a path
that Mr. Navarro and Mr. Lighthizer say
is preferable.

Mr. Mnuchin led the Treasury Depart-
ment in declining to label China a cur-
rency manipulator, defying one of Mr.
Trump’s campaign promises. He joined
Gary D. Cohn, Mr. Trump’s former chief
economic adviser, in quietly arguing
against trade measures — like with-
drawing from the North American Free
Trade Agreement — that could provoke
retaliation and roil the American econ-
omy.

For months, the Chinese cultivated
Mr. Mnuchin as part of a concerted ef-
fort to establish him as the primary
American interlocutor. And to the dis-
may of some of his colleagues, he em-
braced that role — most visibly when
Mr. Trump sent his own trade delegation
to Beijing early this month.

During that trip, Mr. Mnuchin agreed
to a private meeting with China’s top
economic official, Liu He, without Mr.
Navarro or any other members of the
American delegation. He and Mr.
Navarro stepped outside to engage in a
profanity-laced shouting match, an un-
mistakable demonstration to the Chi-
nese of their deep differences of opin-
ions. Mr. Mnuchin sought to play down
tensions between the American offi-
cials, saying on CNBC that Mr. Navarro
was “an important part of the team.”

Last week, the Chinese came to the
United States prepared to deal, both by
making numerical commitments to buy
American goods and by promising
structural changes to their economy.
Over a period of years, that combination
could equal $200 billion in additional
trade — a figure echoing Mr. Trump’s
target of reducing the trade deficit by
$200 billion.

But the Chinese were not willing to
make an outright commitment to reduce
the trade deficit by a specific dollar fig-
ure, believing that trade balances are
the result of broader economic factors,
such as currency valuations and eco-
nomic growth, and such a commitment
could prompt more conflict with the
United States down the road.

It is not clear that the Chinese ever
saw the $200 billion figure as realistic or
even relevant, people briefed on their
plans said. But they realized its sym-
bolic importance for Mr. Trump, and
they were making an effort to give Mr.
Trump some kind of victory.

In return for its concessions, the Chi-
nese were expecting the administration
to offer relief to the Chinese telecom-
munications firm ZTE, which had been
crippled by national security sanctions
that prevented it from purchasing any
American technology.

The Sunday before the Chinese ar-
rived, Mr. Trump said on Twitter that he
might rethink the company’s punish-

ment in return for trade concessions —
and as a personal favor to Mr. Xi. But by
the time Mr. Liu touched down last week
in Washington, the president’s state-
ments had provoked a fierce backlash in
Congress, and the politics around ZTE
had shifted.

The Chinese also found new resist-
ance to their requests to relax the export
controls that prevent them from buying
militarily sensitive products. Mr.
Mnuchin’s openness to this request set
off fierce opposition within the adminis-
tration, especially among Pentagon offi-
cials, who feared the sales could com-
promise American national security.

As the talks began, Trump officials
put out word — first in private, and then
publicly — that the Chinese were pre-
pared to meet the $200 billion target.
Their motives differed: Some may have
blared the figure in an effort to lock the
Chinese into their promises. Others may
have leaked it as a warning that the ad-
ministration was focused on reducing
the trade deficit at the expense of other
priorities, like overhauling the Chinese
economy and ending its pattern of forc-
ing American companies that do busi-
ness in China to hand over intellectual
property.

Whatever the motivation, the leaks
set off a backlash from the Chinese. On
Thursday, Beijing’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs denied that it had offered to re-
duce its trade surplus by $200 billion. On
Friday, the state-run People’s Daily la-
beled the reports “a misunderstanding.”

Also on Friday, Mr. Kudlow told re-
porters that “the number’s a good num-
ber.” But on Sunday, he said, “Maybe I
got ahead of the curve.”

Mr. Trump, Mr. Kudlow said, liked the
number, “but it’s too soon to lock that in.”

After expecting to wrap up talks on
Friday, the two sides argued into the
night about the wording of their joint
statement, and the talks extended into
the next day.

The final product was vaguely
worded and lacked numerical commit-
ments or any firm details.

In multiple TV appearances after the
announcement, Mr. Mnuchin, Mr. Kud-
low and Mr. Ross presented the deal pos-
itively in an effort, some trade analysts
say, to paper over divisions with the Chi-
nese until after the summit meeting
next month with the North Koreans.

Not everyone was so pleased. On Sun-
day, Mr. Lighthizer released a statement
on the talks that many in Washington
saw as a not-so-veiled critique of Mr.
Mnuchin’s choice to prioritize the trade
deficit.

“Real work still needs to be done to
achieve changes in a Chinese system
that facilitates forced technology trans-
fers in order to do business in China and
the theft of our companies’ intellectual
property and business know how,” it
said.

“Getting China to open its market to
more U.S. exports is significant,” Mr.
Lighthizer continued, “but the far more
important issues revolve around forced
technology transfers, cybertheft and the
protection of our innovation.”

Critics said Mr. Trump was at risk of
jeopardizing a trade policy that had put
China on the defensive for the first time
in decades.

“It’s absolutely stunning how we
snatched defeat from the jaws of vic-
tory,” said Stephen K. Bannon, the presi-
dent’s former chief strategist and a
prominent representative of the nation-
alist wing.

“China is still in a trade war with us,”
he said. “It’s just that we’re unilaterally
calling a truce.”

But after the talks in Washington, the
Chinese, too, seemed bewildered by the
divisions, saying that even if they were
able to secure concessions from Mr.
Mnuchin, they were not sure those
promises would ultimately hold, accord-
ing to people briefed on the discussions.

For the moment, it is Mr. Ross, not Mr.
Mnuchin, who will be sitting across the
table as the two sides continue to work
toward a deal.

Infighting stalls drive
for trade agreement
TRADE, FROM PAGE 1

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin. He said that the United States would hold off on
imposing tariffs on China. Hours later, a trade official threatened the opposite.

DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

The leaks set off a backlash from
the Chinese, who then denied
that they had offered to shrink
their nation’s trade surplus by
$200 billion.
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DUBLIN Walking around this city at
the moment involves negotiating an
unsettling array of campaign posters:
Lampposts and billboards are covered
in images of fetuses.

The posters have been put up ahead
of the referendum on Friday on
whether to repeal the Eighth Amend-
ment, which has enshrined the right to
life of the unborn in the Irish Constitu-
tion since its introduction in 1983.

These images are meant to provoke
a strong response, of course, but the
sight of so many fetuses on the streets
is particularly distressing for us. A few
months ago, our daughter, Cara, who
suffered from a chromosomal abnor-
mality, died at 20 weeks.

The initial diagnosis came after the
12-week scan. Our consultant could see
something wrong on the grainy image,
and a test soon confirmed our worst
fears. Cara’s condition was, in that
blunt medical phrase, “incompatible
with life.”

In other countries, such a diagnosis
would usually lead to a termination,

hastening the inev-
itable end. But in
Ireland, that’s prohi-
bited by the Eighth
Amendment. If we
wanted to take that
route, we would
have to follow in the
footsteps of the
170,000 or so women

who have made this traumatic journey
across the Irish Sea to England and
Wales over the years. The reality is
that with or without the Eighth
Amendment, women in Ireland al-
ready have access to abortion, just not
on our soil.

Heartbroken by our daughter’s
diagnosis, we contacted a hospital in
England and began making arrange-
ments. We felt an acute anger that we
had to plan a surreptitious trip, that we
had to leave behind our caring doctors
and midwives. The sense of enforced
furtiveness was degrading, a result of
the shame that surrounds the journey.
When we were at our most vulnerable,
having to make these plans was an
added torture.

As the day of our departure ap-
proached, one of us, Aoife, suffered an
intense panic. The prospect of the
procedure was daunting enough; the
prospect of checking onto a plane,
booking accommodations, all of it, was
just too much to bear. We didn’t make
the journey. We couldn’t.

Instead, we gave Cara her name —
in the Irish language, it means “friend”
— and decided to embrace the time we
had with her. For nearly two months,
between getting the diagnosis and her

death, we got to see our daughter grow
in weekly ultrasound scans, we got to
hear her heartbeat, we got to see her
move. We made memories. We became
a family.

And then, a scan just before Christ-
mas showed there was no heartbeat,
no movement. The sense of loss was
overwhelming. That time together
with Cara was precious, and the love
we have for her and the grief we feel
leaves us in no doubt — Cara was not
born alive, she never got to take a
breath of air, but she was most cer-
tainly a person in her own right.

Emphasizing the personhood of the
unborn is the point of all those posters
and billboards showing pictures of
fetuses. Whether you have been
through an experience like ours or not,
that’s a legitimate perspective.

But we have encountered a contra-

diction: Our Constitution and tradi-
tional culture champion the right to life
of the unborn, but we have found that
actually mourning the unborn is still
taboo. Talking to other parents in the
same situation, we find again and
again a sense that our grief is not
recognized as valid.

People don’t want to accept a baby’s
death or the attendant sadness; to
have experienced both birth and death
in the same moment feels like a trans-
gression. Losing a child in pregnancy
is a very lonely burden precisely be-
cause you are not supposed to talk
about it. Not coincidentally, it is a
silencing of a pain borne first and
foremost by women.

This sad reality is in keeping with
the traditional Roman Catholic culture
that still permeates society. The same
Catholic ideology that campaigns to

protect the unborn didn’t believe that
the unbaptized — never mind the
unborn — were worthy of full burial
rites (as grimly demonstrated by the
story of Davin’s hometown, Tuam,
where 796 children were buried unrec-
orded). To this day, it is a culture in
which the lives of the unborn are sa-
cred in some respects and largely
disregarded in others.

This fundamental contradiction
ultimately makes those posters and
billboards so difficult to look at.

On a superficial level, they resemble
those precious ultrasound scans of
Cara, but it doesn’t feel as though she
is being championed by this campaign.
Instead, we can’t escape the feeling
that Cara and all those lives repre-
sented by the posters are being ex-
ploited. Far from coming from a place
of love and compassion, the images are

being used to provoke shock and,
sometimes, disgust.

We decided not to go to England,
and it was the right choice for us. We
are grateful for the time we had with
Cara, and we are proud to be her par-
ents. But it isn’t the right choice for
everyone in that situation — other
parents, acting out of a sincere love
and concern for their child, might
make a very different decision.

Our heartbreaking experience
taught us that such a decision should
never be shrouded in shame and
stigma. This referendum is a chance
for everyone in Ireland to leave such
shame and stigma behind. We have,
instead, the opportunity to replace
them with trust and real empathy.

ANNA PARINI

Allowing
Irish women
to end
pregnancies
doesn’t
require
insisting 
on the
inhumanity
of those who
haven’t been
born yet.

Aoife Walsh
Davin O’Dwyer

AOIFE WALSH and DAVIN O’DWYER are
editors and writers.

Mourning our baby as Ireland votes

We can’t help
feeling that
abortion
opponents
are exploiting
our lost child.

MUMBAI, INDIA I work as an investiga-
tive and political journalist. Two years
back, I published a book — after going
undercover for eight months — about
the complicity of Narendra Modi, now
prime minister of India, and Amit
Shah, now president of the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party, in riots in 2002
in the western state of Gujarat. I also
reported on several extrajudicial mur-
ders in the state between 2002 and
2006 that Mr. Shah was accused of
being involved in.

Like many of my colleagues, I regu-
larly write and speak about the vio-
lence against India’s minorities and
lower-caste groups and have called out
Mr. Modi’s silence on the violence and
his dog-whistle politics.

For the past few years, like several
female journalists critical of the Hindu
nationalist politics and government, I
have been targeted by an apparently
coordinated social media campaign
that slut-shames, deploys manipulated
images with sexually explicit lan-
guage, and threatens rape. Mr. Modi
and several of his ministers embolden
the virtual mob by following them on
social media.

Yet nothing had prepared me for
what was thrown at me in the past
month. On April 22, I was alarmed to
find a quotation supporting child rap-
ists falsely attributed to me and going
viral on Twitter. A parody account of
Republic TV, India’s leading right-wing
television network, had posted the
quotation.

I received numerous messages
shaming me for supporting child rap-
ists. A Facebook page called, Yogi
Adityanath Ki Sena, or the Army of
Yogi Adityanath, translated the tweet
into Hindi and circulated it on social
media. Mr. Adityanath is the firebrand
Hindu nationalist monk who was
elected the chief minister of Uttar

Pradesh, the most populous state in
India, last April.

I tweeted a clarification about the
falsehood to no avail: My social media
accounts and my phone were inundat-
ed with WhatsApp messages urging
others to gang-rape me. Various lead-
ers of Mr. Modi’s party, who promoted
the lie, refused to delete their tweets
despite my pointing it out.

The following day, on April 23, an-
other tweet was generated using
Photoshop and attributed to me. “I
hate India and Indians,” it said. The
online mob asked me to pack my bags
and leave for Pakistan, some threat-
ened to tear my clothes and drag me
out of the country while invoking the
genocidal violence between Hindus
and Muslims during the partition of
India in 1947.

In the evening, an activist from the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, the
Hindu nationalist mother ship, alerted
me to a scurrilous pornographic video
being shared on various WhatsApp
groups. He had received it from a
group with many Bharatiya Janata
Party members: a two-minute, 20-
second pornographic video of a sex act
with my face morphed onto another
woman.

Despite our political differences, he
was upset at this new low. He urged
me to take legal action to keep it from
spreading further.

A minute later, he shared the video
with me. I was with a friend in a cafe
in New Delhi. I saw the first two
frames and froze. I wanted to vomit
and fought tears. My friend got me a
glass of water. “How could they?” I
threw up and burst into tears.

I called a friend who worked in tech
forensics. He said it was a clear fake,
probably produced with a new app
called Deepfake. His words did not
console me. The video was on my
phone and on numerous others across
the country.

Minutes later, my social media time-
lines and notifications were filled with
screenshots of the video. Some com-

mented on how prostitution was my
forte. I went into a frenzy blocking
them, but they were everywhere, on
my Instagram, Facebook and Twitter
accounts. Some commenters asked
what I charged for sex, others de-
scribed my body. Many claiming to be
nationalist Hindus sent pictures of
themselves naked.

I started getting screenshots from
friends of a Twitter account created in
my name. I was doxxed. A tweet with
my name, picture, phone number and
address was being circulated. “I am

available,” it said. Someone sent my
father a screenshot of the video. He
was silent on the phone while I cried.
After a while he spoke in a sad, heavy
voice. “I am surprised this did not
happen earlier,” he said. “They want to
break you. The choice is yours.”

I asked a friend to take charge of my
Facebook account and send me screen-
shots and links of every message
posted to my inbox. The reporter in me
wanted the digital record, but I shud-
dered every time my phone beeped.

I have no way of finding out who

produced the video. What I do know is
this: Most of the Twitter handles and
Facebook accounts that posted the
pornographic video and screenshots
identify themselves as fans of Mr.
Modi and his party, and argue for
turning India into a “Hindu rashtra” —
a country for Hindus only, where reli-
gious minorities have almost no rights.
I reported several of those accounts to
the cybercrime section of the Delhi
Police.

That night the administrator of a
Facebook page called Varah Sena
wrote, “See, Rana, what we spread
about you; this is what happens when
you write lies about Modi and Hindus
in India.” The comment was posted
along with the concocted video on
Facebook and Twitter. (The page was
deleted after I filed the police com-
plaint.)

The slut-shaming and hatred felt like
being punished by a mob for my work
as a journalist, an attempt to silence
me. It was aimed at humiliating me,
breaking me by trying to define me as
a “promiscuous,” “immoral” woman.

As I collected myself, I thought of
Gauri Lankesh, the editor and outspo-
ken critic of Hindu nationalists, who
was murdered outside her home in
Bangalore last September. She had
published my book in the Kannada
language.

Several handlers of these social
media accounts, who posted and circu-
lated the pornographic video, had
celebrated her death. And some of
them were and continue to be followed
on Twitter by the prime minister of
India.

Mr. Modi has repeatedly talked
about changing Indian lives through
technology. Four years into his term,
his followers have indeed found a
vigorous use for technology: curtailing
criticism and normalizing hatred and
misogyny.

Criticizing
Hindu
nationalists
made me the
target of a
social-media
mob attack.

In India, journalists face shaming and rape threats

Protesters in New Delhi in October demanded justice for Gauri Lankesh, a journalist
and critic; Govind Panesar, a left-wing politician; Narendra Dabhalkar, a rationalist;
and M.M. Kalburgi, a scholar, all of whom have been killed in the past few years.

MOHD ZAKIR/HINDUSTAN TIMES, VIA GETTY IMAGES

RANA AYYUB is an Indian journalist and
the author of “Gujarat Files: Anatomy
of a Cover Up.”

Rana Ayyub
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travel

Before a recent tourism boom elevated
Croatia to the top rungs of European
beach destinations, hotels along the Dal-
matian coast had lingering whiffs of so-
cialism in their dusty design and no-
frills vibes. Now, two boutique water-
front properties showcase wow-worthy
swimming pools: the chic Brown Beach
House Croatia in a repurposed tobacco
warehouse in the ancient town of Trogir
and the stunning Hotel Lemongarden in
a sleepy fishing village on Brac island.

HOTEL LEMONGARDEN

RATES
Rooms from 300 euros (high season),
about $370.

BASICS
When the hotel’s Austrian owners vis-
ited Sutivan 15 years ago, they swooned
over this tranquil fishing village on Brac
island. Ilic Dvor, a Renaissance mansion
from 1505, was the first building they
bought and renovated. Over the years,
they restored two nearby buildings that
also had long histories, the seafront-fac-
ing Vesna and the tucked-away Definis
with its stone terraces and passage-
ways. What steals the show is the swim-
ming pool lined with tall palm trees and
fragrant gardens with roses, bougainvil-
lea and hibiscus. The 23 suites and 12
rooms, many with private terraces over-
looking the garden or the sea, showcase
wood furniture by island craftsmen and
floors made of renowned Brac marble.
Designer finishes like Murano chande-
liers and silk fabrics and carpets by Mis-
soni and Paul Smith, together with bold
flashes of color inspired by local herbs,
give the décor a decidedly Mediterra-
nean mood.

LOCATION
The hotel is on the car-free waterfront of
Sutivan on the northwest coast of Brac,
a short ferry ride from Split.

THE ROOM
I booked a maisonette but got upgraded
to a duplex suite, with a coral and sea
theme reflected in the color of the car-
pets and furniture. The marble-floored
living room had two windows facing the

Adriatic Sea; two windows faced the
back wall of the hotel. A seating area had
striped blue-white armchairs and a sofa
beneath a sea-themed painting. A flat-
screen television sat on top of a beige
cabinet; the mirror above the desk area
created a sense of space. The seafront-
facing bedroom had an armchair, a king-
size bed with a blue and white head-
board and a huge walk-in closet stocked
with beach towels and bags. Upstairs
was a cozy attic bedroom with its own
walk-in closet and a bathroom.

THE BATHROOM
Both bathrooms were clad in solid wood
and marble. The downstairs one had a
roomy shower with a Naturals hair and
body wash dispenser, a bidet and, sur-
prisingly, a urinal. The beige marble
countertops had generous space. The
terry cloth towels and all-cotton robes
were notably soft. Flooded with light,
the upstairs bathroom had a tub, a
shower and a two-sink counter.

AMENITIES
In the living room, a tall blue cabinet had
a minibar stocked with snacks and
drinks. Wi-Fi was free but spotty. The re-
ception was staffed until 10 p.m.; when I
called at 10:30 to alert them to the hall-
way lights erratically going on and off,
the call got routed to someone in Aus-
tria. The hotel’s private pine-shaded
beach was a 10-minute bike or golf cart
ride away (both complimentary); it had
parasols, lounge chairs, showers and a
small bar.

DINING
The rates included breakfast and dinner,
served at the seafront restaurant with
interiors featuring citrus-inspired fab-
rics, stones and Bisazza mosaics, and a
few tables on the edge of the sea. Break-
fast was all made to order; freshly
baked croissants hold you over until
food arrives. The four-course dinner
showcased Mediterranean classics with
a contemporary twist (I chose an al-
mond-crusted John Dory). Vegetables
come from the hotel’s organic farm on a
plateau above Sutivan, herbs are har-
vested from the garden, and the seafood
picked from the fishermen’s morning
catch. The lounge bar had a colorful inte-
rior with sea-themed paintings, and
served a great white wine spritzer with
lemons and herbs from the hotel’s gar-
den.

THE BOTTOM LINE
An island standout etched into the fabric
of a Dalmatian fishing village, this an-
cient compound blends heritage with
luxury but with a slight bend toward
kitsch.

BROWN BEACH HOUSE CROATIA

RATES
Rooms from €250 (high season).

BASICS
Riding the wave of small boutique hotel
openings that has swept Croatia’s Dal-
matian coast, Brown Hotels opened
Brown Beach House Croatia in 2016, the
Tel Aviv-based group’s first venture out-
side Israel. Chic and playful, it features
42 rooms and suites on three floors of a
former tobacco warehouse inside a
white-stone building with green shut-
ters. Though the beach across the road
is a pretty fab affair (with a full bar, sun
chairs and a D.J. setup), what steals the
show is the gorgeous black-and-white-
tiled swimming pool. With bespoke fur-
niture and potted palms, pines and olive
trees, the airy ground-floor library gives
off a decidedly Mediterranean vibe,
which extends to the rooms showcasing

interior design by the Amsterdam-
based Saar Zafrir, who created a swank
and retro aesthetic.

LOCATION
The hotel sits alongside a seafront road
a 15-minute walk or a quick bike ride
away from the ancient harbor of Trogir
town, a Unesco World Heritage Site
(bikes are complimentary). The Split

airport is just three miles away.

THE ROOM
My top-floor room, a twin double with a
seaside view, was sleek and clean-lined,
though the trio of windows seemed
slightly too small and ceilings too low. I
had hoped for expansive Adriatic vistas,
but the room looked over the narrow
channel onto the mainland. As I walked

onto the gleaming Indonesian mahog-
any floors, it was the bed that took cen-
ter stage, its crisp Egyptian cotton
sheets draped casually by blue and
white wool pillows and throws. Below a
flat-screen TV was a walnut wood and
faux marble cabinet. The opposite wall
was a random collection of mounted art.

THE BATHROOM
Inside the long narrow bathroom clad in
marble tiles, the black lacquered wood
cabinet beneath the elongated sink had
two slim drawers and a dearth of
counter space. While the water pressure
was decent, the tub’s glass partition did-
n’t do a good job of keeping water in
when showering. There was a selection
of amenities from the Italian company
Etro.

AMENITIES
On the cabinet below the TV, there was
an espresso maker with Illy capsules
and a kettle for Eilles tea. The minibar
had an assortment of drinks and snacks.
Wi-Fi was free and reliable, with two
networks to choose from and no pass-
word required.

DINING
A generous breakfast (included) was
served in a long narrow dining room fac-
ing the pool, and on poolside tables. The
buffet spread was modest, but the staff,
wearing sporty white outfits, brought a
small feast to my table: a bread basket, a
tray with cold cuts, cheese and tomato in
olive oil, and another with butter, soft
cheese and Nutella. À la carte options in-
cluded egg shakshuka and spinach and
feta pastry. The all-day restaurant,
Cartina, serves lunch and dinner at out-
door tables. My dinner began with
warm focaccia straight out of the oven,
but the sea bass fillet with roasted vege-
tables came smothered in too much
olive oil. Room service, available until 9
p.m., included items like spicy salami fo-
caccia and watermelon with feta cheese.

THE BOTTOM LINE
Harking back to glamorous 1950s Italian
resorts, Brown Beach House Croatia de-
livers contemporary Mediterranean
chic with a touch of nostalgia.

A Mediterranean mood on Croatia’s coast
CHECK IN

BY ANJA MUTIC

Hotel Lemongarden, Peric�a Kala 1, Suti-
van, Croatia. lemongardenhotel.com.
Brown Beach House Croatia, Put Gra-
dine 66, Trogir. brownhotels.com/croatia

Above, the pool at Brown Beach House Croatia in Trogir, Croatia. Below, a suite at Hotel Lemongarden on the island of Brac.
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Slovenes have a deep respect for hon-
eybees. “If I see dead bees, I call a police
SOS number, and they send a special in-
spector to check out the situation,” said
Blaz Ambrozic, the beekeeper at Bee-
keeping Ambrozic-Kralov med, his fam-
ily-owned apiary just outside the popu-
lar resort town of Bled.

With such passion, it is no surprise
that the Slovenian Beekeeper’s Associa-
tion successfully petitioned the United
Nations to proclaim May 20 — the birth-
day of the native Slovene pioneer of
modern beekeeping, Anton Jansa — as
World Bee Day, celebrating the impor-
tance of honeybee preservation and in-
creasing the public’s awareness of how
significant bees are to the food supply.

For at least the rest of the month, the
medieval Bled Castle is hosting an ex-
position on bees and beekeeping in the
area.

Kralov med has introduced an api-
tourism (that is, tourism focused on and
for people who love bees) project where
visitors will don protective gear and
spend up to two hours working with Mr.

Ambrozic, including opening a hive with
Carniolan bees — a subspecies under
the protection of the Slovene govern-
ment.

In essence, guests become immersed
in bees and beekeeping, such as learn-
ing how to distinguish honey from prop-
olis (a waxy bee glue used to seal up
hives), and how to extract honey from
the hive’s cells.

Mr. Ambrozic is also displaying col-
orful beehive panels (called panjska
koncnica) painted by local school chil-
dren. The Slovene beekeeping heritage
is distinctive: The wooden bee hives are
traditionally painted with murals re-
flecting myths and legends, or scenes
bearing religious or historical signifi-
cance.

Similarly, the lovely wooden beehive
panels painted by Mr. Ambrozic’s wife,
Danijella — which make for memorable
souvenirs — are available for purchase,
as are honey drop-shaped jars of two va-
rieties the couple produces: a mix of lin-
den and spruce (sweet and lemon-
tinged), and their award-winning
spruce (savory with a balsamic-like fla-
vor). Mr. Ambrozic also offers informal
apitherapy, where guests recline on a
bunk bed, inhaling the warm air from
adjacent hives.

Bookings for two hours with Mr. Am-
brozic at Beekeeping Ambrozic-Kralov
med cost $31 and can be purchased on
the apiary’s website. For more informa-
tion on Slovene apitourism, including
apitherapy, visit Apiturizem, the Slov-
enian Tourist Board’s website.

Slovenia is sweet on its honeybees
BY JEANINE BARONE

A beekeeper leading a tour at Beekeeping
Ambrozic-Kralov med in Slovenia.
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Any devotee of the television series
“Sex and the City” knew who Manolo
was and why Carrie happily blew thou-
sands of dollars on his shoes.

Born in the Canary Islands to a Span-
ish mother and a Czech father, the
footwear designer Manolo Blahnik stud-
ied art and languages in Geneva before
moving to Paris and working as a the-
ater set designer. In 1970, the editor of
American Vogue, Diana Vreeland, en-
couraged him to design shoes.

Two hundred of his designs, shoes,
boots and sketches recently went on dis-
play in Toronto, in a show called “Mano-
lo Blahnik: The Art of Shoes,” at the
Bata Shoe Museum. It’s the exhibit’s
only North American visit, the final stop
in a tour that included St. Petersburg,
Milan, Madrid and Prague. The show
runs until Jan. 6, 2019.

His colorful and exuberant designs in-
clude beads, feathers, lace and even
semiprecious stones. His favorite ma-
terials are textiles — especially silk, sat-
in and taffeta. “I belong to the 18th cen-
tury,” he said.

The following are edited excerpts
from a conversation with Mr. Blahnik
about his work, the show and the muse-
ums he likes to visit.

How has the exhibition been received
so far?
The show at the Hermitage in St. Peters-
burg was the first one they’ve done fo-

cused on fashion and on shoes. I feel
very proud of that, but was also nervous.
An incredible amount of people came,
old and young. They saw the shoes as
objects, not as a shoe. I found them
much more observant of the work than
other Europeans. I was shocked, but
also inspired to have a reaction like that.
Russia really was the most interesting,
as this kind of exhibition is unusual for
them. They even wrote me poems in Cy-
rillic.

Prague is a small, beautiful town, and
I am also half-Czech. The show in Ma-
drid was very successful. On the first
day, we had 3,500 visitors lining up. Af-
ter all, Madrid is my city. As for Milan —
I work there and people really admire
me there.

Do you enjoy meeting the public at
these shows?
I do think I owe people this moment of
contact. I like to meet people. I like to see
their reaction. This is the only way to
share with people what I do. To give
them some pleasure. Every day should
be fun in your work.

Tell us about some of the designs in the
show.
The idea for the thigh-high Rihanna
boots came to me from a visit outside
Paris. I saw some fishermen in the river
with boots that high, so I did it in satin. I
see something no one else does.

The Ossie Clark shoes from 1971 are
my favorite — ivy green with ivy leaves

going up the leg. It includes cherries,
something I’m still doing. I love cher-
ries! I put them everywhere.

I do an incredible amount of flats.
Sometimes a woman is more feminine in
flat shoes. But high heels do have one
advantage. It’s a transformation, a piece
of theater. You move differently. You
sway.

What inspires you?
Galleries, museums, the world. I’m very
curious. I’m a museum addict. It’s like a
drug to me. In New York, I do love the
Met and MoMA, which is right next to
our office. But my favorite, favorite, fa-
vorite is the British Museum. I love the
huge rooms filled with Greek statues.

What tools do you use? Camera? Insta-
gram?
I’m a visual person, so I remember what
I see. I don’t even do mood boards. I
think social media is very, very danger-
ous for creative people now. The inter-
net doesn’t do anything for me. Most of
the time it’s confusing to see other peo-
ple’s work. It’s too much.

How has your work evolved over 45
years?
If I think I’ve done a design before, im-
mediately it’s out. I try to edit myself
when I see something I’ve done before. I
might try using new materials, like tita-
nium or PVC. I use all the new materials.
I’m now using farmed crocodile from
Louisiana. I love it!

What inspires Manolo Blahnik
BY CAITLIN KELLY
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